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Introduction
This guidance identifies the processes and activities a company should carry out to check and maintain the quality of 
the environment within their production facility. The regular monitoring of areas such as drains, production lines and 
waste routes is vital to prevent microbiological and allergen contamination of food, packaging or other products. As 
people can easily spread contamination it is also important that staff are made aware of their impact on the production 
outcomes and given appropriate training.

The guidance describes how to draw up, implement and maintain an environmental monitoring programme (EMP). 
The programme should be a documented plan that includes identifying areas at risk, listing the organisms liable to be 
present, creating a schedule for testing, recording outcomes and ensuring staff receive the appropriate training. 

The publication will be useful to those responsible for the design and implementation of environmental management 
programmes, auditors, food safety managers, factory managers, HACCP teams as well as food and distribution teams.

The guidance will be of particular use to sites either using or working towards certification for the Global Standard Food 
Safety (referred to as ‘the Standard’). The latest version of the Standard can be downloaded from the BRCGS website 
and we have indicated the sections in the Standard this guidance refers to for reference.




