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Certification verses Inspection to customer standards

Although superficially very similar there is a significant difference in the relationship between site and audit company when it comes to Certification. Unlike the inspection which provides information about a company’s standards at a particular snap shot in time Certification schemes are designed to provide ongoing assurance of compliance. The key differences are best summed up in the table below.

	
	Accredited Certification (BRC)
	Supplier inspection

	Published standard with clear requirements
	Yes
	Usually

	Full Audit of the site against the standard
	Yes
	Yes

	Audit report includes action taken on non conformities
	Yes
	Not usually

	All non conformities completed and checked by the audit company. 
	Yes
	Not usually

	Certificate issued to the site with an expiry date
	Yes
	Certificates if issued don’t have an expiry date

	Contract between the site and audit company for the duration of the certificate
	Yes
	No

	Certificate can be suspended or withdrawn if standards are not maintained
	Yes
	No

	Dialogue between the audit company and the site during the validity of the certificate
	Yes
	No


